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Luke 4:38-40

38 Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now 
Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked 
Jesus to help her. 39 So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it 
left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them.
40 At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of 
illness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them.

Over the next 7 weeks we are going to be following a new sermon 
series called ‘Abode’. We will be focusing on some of the homes that 
Jesus visited as recorded in Luke’s Gospel. It is our prayer that we will 
grow in our understanding of the difference Jesus can make in our daily 
lives and His desire to meet with us in our homes today.

The series is running parallel with our Small Group series ‘How’s your 
soul?’ which is designed to help us look past the outside and consider 
what is going on inwardly. We can spend our whole lives trying to make 
everything great on the ‘outside’ without our souls ever truly being at 
home with God.

Over the next 7 weeks we are looking at this - Jesus, the Son of Man, 
who has no earthly home, comes into the homes of ordinary people and 
invites them to make their souls at home in His extraordinary eternal 
home. When we make that decision we become aliens and strangers in 
this world, yet at rest in a way that this world could never offer.

First thing to recognise is that Jesus is homeless. Jesus enters different 
homes in Luke’s Gospel after He is driven out of His home town. He is 
an outsider, homeless, wandering Galilean. ‘No prophet is accepted in 
his home town’ (Luke 4:24). Tells story of Elijah sent to widow is 
Zarephath (outsider) and only healed Naaman the Syrian from leprosy. 
Luke 4:28-29 ‘All the people in the synagogue were furious when they 
heard this. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the 
brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down 
the cliff.’

Leaves Nazareth (small hill town), goes to Capernaum on the edge of 
the Sea of Galilee. It is a town He has been to before to minister, healing 
the sick (v. 23). Capernaum is on the northern edge of the Sea of Galilee 
- 13 miles by 8 miles freshwater lake. Galilee is made up of fishing 
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towns on the lake shore, with farming taking place in the hills 
surrounding.

v.31 Tells us Jesus has been teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum - 
the people were ‘amazed by His teaching (v.32), because His message 
had authority. This passage is so much about Jesus displaying His 
authority. We see the power of His word, His authority displayed as He 
rebukes sickness.

In the synagogue He casts a demon out of a man. He orders the demon 
to be quiet. It is not for the demons to testify to Jesus’ power and 
authority. The people are amazed by His teaching, authority and power. 
News about Him starts to spread. So Jesus goes to Simon’s home.

Simon 
Simon is later given the name ‘Peter’ by Jesus. 

Peter’s house is the epicentre for Jesus’ early ministry. Archelogical 
excavations reveal that Capernaum was a small town 50-100 ppl at this 
time. It was a town made up of small homes 500/600 square feet. Jesus 
stays at Peter’s home, He lives there, as do some of the other disciples. 
Christianity starts as a community at Peter’s home. Early church 
continued to meet there, eventually building a bigger meeting place in 
the 4th century and then a fifth-century octagonal building in the design 
of other Byzantine commemorative Christian ‘holy places’ - recently saw 
one in Milan. Now on top of the site of Peter’s house is a church 
building.

Mother-in-law
We see here that Peter has a mother-in-law. Now that tells us something 
important. He has a wife. No one goes out to get a mother-in-law. You 
can’t pick one up in the shops! They come usually as part of the deal 
when you marry someone!  Peter is married. In fact Paul tells us Peter is 
married in 1 Corinthians 9:5 when he describes Peter’s wife as 
‘believing’. I’m not sure how the Roman Catholic church deals with the 
Scriptural evidence that the first pope was a married man! 

High fever
We read that Peter’s mother-in-law has a high fever. Luke ’s Gospel is 
almost certainly written by the Luke that Paul identifies as a doctor. We 
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see here that Luke includes the added detail of the fever being a ‘high 
fever’, a detail that Mark and Matthew omit. This tells us her illness is 
approaching a place where she could die.

Bent over her
Jesus bends over her. He draws in closely to her. There is some intimate 
and personal about this account. 

Rebuked the fever
He then rebuked the fever. This is the only instance in the Gospels 
where Jesus’ words are addressed to a disease. He rebukes evil spirits, 
for example in the healing of the boy following the transfiguration. He 
rebukes the wind and waves in the boat on the lake. When Jesus 
rebukes the fever, as when he rebukes the wind and waves or the evil 
spirits - it is a sign that He does not need any other authority. He has all 
authority. He is sinless. Perfect. Adam was created to rule over creation. 
To have authority over creation. When he sinned, the whole creation 
order was in need of redemption. Jesus comes as the perfect man, the 
second Adam, living the perfect, sinless life and displaying His authority 
over creation, over sickness, over sin and death.

She got up at once and began to wait on them
Peter’s mother-in-law is healed. She gets up at once to serve them. She 
encounters the authority of Jesus and His supernatural power and her 
natural response is to serve. It’s been quite a day! Jesus has preached, 
casted out a demon and now healed Peter’s mother-in-law from a 
potentially fatal illness. It’s time for something to eat!

At sunset
But before they could settle down for the night there is a knock at the 
door. Sundown was around 6pm on a Saturday. This marked the end of 
the Sabbath. People would now be permitted to move around. To carry 
the sick who could not carry themselves to Jesus.

Laying His hands 
Jesus lays His hands on them. We know that Jesus can heal from a 
distance. There are other recorded incidents where He heals without 
contact. Laying on of hands isn’t a magic formula to make healing work. 
It is a sign of love, blessing, affection, encouragement and help. Jesus 
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lays His hands on those who come to Him. At the end of this busy and 
eventful day He shows us that love is patient.

Each one
The text says He lays His hands on ‘each one’. Despite it being late in 
the day, Jesus gives each person individual attention. 

Here we have the extraordinary account of Jesus entering into an 
ordinary scene in Capernaum. A domestic, everyday home. One with a 
need. A home that needed Jesus’ presence. A home that was so 
transformed by Jesus’ presence that neighbours came there to 
encounter Him.
There are around 2,000 church members in the Church of England in 
Wigan. Imagine if we each opened our homes to Jesus. Imagine if we 
invited Him to be at the centre of our daily lives there. 

Peter was almost certainly a member of the synagogue. The local 
religious community. Yet when Jesus enters his home, and Peter makes 
his home in Jesus, he is no longer just the member of a religious 
community but a disciple of Jesus who sees transformation in his daily 
life.

Imagine you saw an increased transformation in your daily life. Imagine 
that change was so great that your friends and neighbours came to your 
door with their needs because they knew that the presence of Christ is 
there. 

If we want to see 1 in 10 people on a journey of discipleship with Jesus 
in Wigan, that’s 20,000 people then I believe that we need to see 2,000 
homes that are places of healing, hospitality and blessing as they would 
have a far more transformational effect than 33 religious buildings. 

If we want to see Wigan transformed then it needs to begin in our 
everyday ordinary lives. We need to see a shift in understanding where 
we don’t go to church but we recognise that we are the church. We need 
to invite Jesus into our homes and make our home in Him. 

Pray for the sick.


